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1.1

1.2

Introduction

Purpose of the Neighbourhood Plan

TheWhissendineNeighbourhood Plan has been producedvidiiissendind?arish Council.
Neighbourhood Plans are poliyased land use plans. The policies are used in the determination of
planning applications.

A steering group was formed, and this ensured that residents and local groups were involved in
producing policy, based on evidence and local knowledge and views.

TheWhissendineNeighbourhood Plan provides a positive strategy for growth, but also helps to ensure
that such growth is sustainable. This plan does not make site allocations, but does make provisions for
growth in its policies, including for employment, residential anchmunity facilities. At the same

time, there are policies on design, environment anfilastructureto ensure that development

support the sustainability of the parish

The Neighbourhood area is the whole of tharish of WhissendineThis was designated Rutland
County Council in July 2020.

Status of the Plan

Neighbourhood Plans have ioeet legal requirements set out in planning legislation, including
meeting the Basic Conditions. This is tested at the Independent Examination stage.

Once made through a local referendum, the Neighbourhood Plan forms part of the statutory
development plan for the area, together with tleelopted Core Strategy Development Plan Document
(July 2011) and the Site Allocations and Policies Development Plan Document (Octobef26tidn

38 of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act requires planning applications to be determined in
accordance with the policies of the development plan, unless material considerations indicate
otherwise.

TheNeighbourhoodPlan will be in force until the end of 26%r until an updated plan is made before
that date. The Plan will be reviewed regularly to assghether an update is necessary.



Figurel: Map of the Neighbourhood Area
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1.3 Monitoring and Review
The Plan will be monitored throughout the Plan perio@@85 Monitoring will include:

planning decisions to see how the plan is being usegulantice.

any changes in national policy, guidancdegjislation.

any changes in or local plan policy or guidance; and

any other changes in the Neighbourhood Area (social, economic and environmental).

= =4 -4 -9

The plan will be reviewed and updateg Whissendine Parish couni€¢iand whennecessary, a regular
report will be prepared on the monitoring.

The Parish Council acknowledges that the County Council is currently preparing a new Local Plan. That
Plan will revise the strategic planning context for the County. In these circumstances the Parish Council
will assesses the need or otherwise for the Rtabe reviewed within six months of the adoption of

the emerging Rutland Local Plan






2.0 Background to the Plan

2.1 The Neighbourhood Area

Whissendine is aural village and civil parish located in the Rutlatite smallest County in England.

The ancient village of Whissendine can be evidenced to dating back to the Gattigpeople and
Romans coexisted togetherhe primary route that links the parish with Melton Mowbray to the
north-west and Oakham to the sou#ast is the A606. All other routes are minor roads that cross the
neighbourhood area. Owing to the rural nature of the parish, routes are used by local traffic, cyclists
and hosse riders.

Whilst there is one passenger bus route and 2 school buses to Catmose College and Melton Brooksby
College that connect the village, the service is limited in terms of hours of operation and operates
Monday SaturdayThe bus routes link to Oakham and Melton Mowbray, where there are train

stations. There is no other public transport provision within the parish. The area also benefits from an
active Whissendine Good Neighbour schemenavide regular voluntary transport for those people

who cannot access public transport or for whom public transport is not practicable, such as getting to
hospital appointments etelowever, the village has a good network of footpaths and bridleways

linking to the rural roads, forming cirfar routes around the village and wider parish.

Whissendine as a small rural village does include a number of well served community services and
facilities. These include a local shop, the White Lion pub, village hall, church and primary school. The
village also include unique local services suchhasvorkingwindmill which continues to produce

flour. There are also a number of important green spaces and open space, including well equipped
OKAft RNByQa LXlIe& I NBIo® @b, Kehriscdugl ahd pitdesl £t a2 Ay Of d

Akeycharacteristioof the NeighbourhoodAreaisthe naturallandscapeandtopography. Thesekey
featureshaveshapedandinformedthe growth anddevelopmentof the area. Thevillagesettlementis
predominantlyon an eastwestaxisalongMain Street,bisectedby the WhissendineBrook. On the

ridge to the east side of the village{isii ! Y RNBE 6 Q& / KdzNOK MyhSvilageat i KS 2
over 800 yearsand the Windmill on the west ridge. Visible around the parish these are an important
identity of the settlement, with framed views throughout the village.

Thefollowing plansare extractedfrom the AECOMNVhissendineDesignCodesijllustrate the
topographyandlandscapecharacter



Figure2: Land Based Designations
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Figure 04: Land based designations for Whissendine Parish. (D

(sourcepgld, AECOMNVhissendindesign Codes March 2022)

The neighbourhood arelaas a range of green and blue infrastructure. These indigleficant
mature tree belts and woodlandThere are also a number of important green spaces across the
neighbourhood area including the villagesen at the centre@nd the ancient Bardarea



Figure3: Topography and Views
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Figure 07: Topography and views map of Whissendine @ 0 500 Tkm 2km

(sourcepgl7, AECOMNVhissendindesign Codes March 2022)

The plan illustrates how the two landmarks of the village provide long distance viewsitioen side

of the settlement and to the wider aredt also demonstrates howhe village rests within a basin.

This is particularly of significance, as owing to the basin topography, the regular flood events all occur
at the centre in the lower part of the village.

Key characteristics of theeighbourhoodarea and our communitytaken from the 2011 Censase
illustratedbelow:
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Figured4: Whissendine Key Statistics 220Census)
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2.2 Community and Stakeholder Engagement

The Neighbourhood Plan is based on analysis of data aedd#nce and the views of the

community. The Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group formed in January 2021 and the early
community engagement began in the Summer 2021 with a comprehensive Community survey in
November 2021 including a school postcard competition. dBwglupon the early community
engagement, the themes for the Neighbourhood Plan emerged, providing insight into local issues of
importance to the community. The 3 question themes were

1. What do you like aboiwhissendine

H® 2KIFG R2Yy QG é2dzahdi1S lFo2dzi 2 KA
3. What could be improved in Whissendine.

Qx

ASYRAYS

CdzNIIKSNJ Sy 3l 3sSySyid +ad €20t S@SyiGa FyR AyOf dzR S
householder questionnaire in November 2021.

The Neighbourhood Plan has also been supported by a range of technical reports including design
codesand housing needs assessmehgt together with the community engagement have informed
the structure of the plan and its policies.

Throughout the engagement and preparation of the plan we have kept people informeengraged
via https://whissendineneighbourhoodplan.uk/and social media.

A summaryof the key finding from community engagement are reflected on the following page.

Figure5: Community Engagement Evet8" November2021

12


https://whissendine-neighbourhood-plan.uk/

Figure6: Whissendineschool Postcard Competition Winger

Timeline ofCommunity and Stakeholder Engagement

)l
T

Monthly Article posted iZWhissendine Grapevine since March 202

Initial Community SurveyJune 2021 hand delivered to all addresses in Parish and online
access

4 July 2021 Steering Group stand diabletopsaleon theVillage Green

9 July 202%;, Steering Group stand #he Classic Car show at Whissendine Sports Club.
4 Sept 2021 Steering Group stand at Whissendine Craft sla@®t Andrews Church

6 Oct 2021 Steering Group standPlanning and a ping White Lion pub

6 Nov 2021 Launch of Whissendine Community Surgéyardcopy hand delivered to all
addresses in Parish and published online.

13 Nov 202X, Neighbourhood Plan Community Event held at Village Hall

06 Dec 2022 31 Jan 2028 Regulation 14 Whissendine Public Consultation

13



Summary of Communityand StakeholdelEngagement
The following SWOT analysis illustrates the key themes that arose from early community engagement.
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2.3 Vision

To protect the best aspects of the (our) delightfully diverse Parisfogsendine while encouraging
the enhancement of its (our) facilities and surroundings to better support the wellbeing of its (the)
residents and the character of the environment

2.4 Aims

1 To ensure that development is wetlesigned, sustainable and contributes to the locatljstinctive
character and sense of place.

1 To maintain and support more sustainable live/work patterns, maintaining a range of local facilities
and opportunities for flexible working.

1 To maintain and enhance quality of life and opportunity for the local community.
T ¢2 LINBASNIBS 2NJ SyKIFyOS 2KAaaSYRAYySQa KAadG2NRO

1 To take action to reduce the effects of climate change (relating to development and land use) and
mitigate locally any potential impactsincluding surface water and pluvial flooding

14
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3.0 Policies

3.1 Overview
The following policies are supported by analysis of key issues, national and local policies and relevant
evidence documents.

The structure of the following policies is as follows:

Purpose(what the policies in the chapter seek to achieve)
Planning Rationaléconcise summary of the thinking behind the policies)

Then each individual policy is structured as follows:

The policy(requirements for development proposals to meet)
Interpretation (notes on how the policy should be used)

16



3.2 Housing, Employment and Community

Purpose

To support sustainable growth in sustainable locations, to meet the needs of the local community.

Planning Rationale

National Planning Policy Framework, 2021

/| KFLIWISNI p 2F GKS
f A

GAZ2YyLE tElyy
YR | FF2NRI 6A ¢ KA

bl 0 A 2f AOe
eQo a AyOfdzRSa | RRNBaaArAy3a i

¢tKS D2@SNYYSyilQa ¢S @Kafidgndly descriveddpade tandaidiMarghRR016Fets
minimum room sizes.

Chapter 6 of the NPPF makes clear that significant weight should be given to supporting economic
growth and activity. This includes taking into account local business needs and wider opportunities for
development.

To support a prosperous rural economy the NPPF states that plapaiiiesshould enable

sustainable growth and expansion of business in rural areas through conversion of existing buildings
and welldesigned new developments. It also sets out the type of uses that are focused around
community services and facilities such as lat®ps, meeting places, sports venues and public houses.
All which Whissendine currently supports as a small rural community.

Chapter ofthe NPPRS I f & A 0K Wt NRPY2GAyYy3a KSIFtdKe FyR al 1
policies should make provision for shared spaces and community facilities and guard against loss of
valued facilities and servicedt also supportsmprovement of existing community services and

facilities. There are identified opportunities for this in the neighbourhood area, for example with the
sportsclub facilities.

Core Strategy, Adopted July 2011

TheRutland Local Development Framework Core Strategy 20dthias policies on residential
development, housing mix, affordable housing and other related matters. These are now somewhat
out-of-date due to the age of the plan and in particular changes to national policy and guidance and
the impact of the Covid 9 Pandemic.

Rutland CountZouncil are in the process of updating their Local Plan. In this new draft the spatial
strategy for housing and economic growtr the next 15 yearwiill be set. The timetable indicates
the Regulatiorl8 version of theemerging Local Plan will be prepared by the SummeB202

Rutland County Council have indicated a level of growtth®neighbourhood area, with an agreed
methodology at Cabinet in November 2021. This indicagWhissendine is identified as one of 10
Larger Villages 466 homes over the period 2021 to 2041. The report acknowledged this equated to a
rounded average of 47 dwellings per village. Of which this figilkbe exceeded in 2022 with recent
planning consentsf 66 new homes off Stapleford Road and a further 18 new homes pending.

17



Therefore, there is no need to identify sitior residential development as the planned level of growth
has already been exceeded

Gonsidering the constraints of the rural character, size of settlement and range of community facilities
it is likely to be small scale infill or incremental growth over the plan period.

Therefore, theneighbourhoodplan responds positively, informing the growth strategy by identifying
sustainable locationas set out in policy WH1 Housifay future residential development in the
neighbourhoodarea. The aim is to ensure homes are built to provide a range of dwellings which are
RSAANIOEST I FTF2NRIO0fSET IyR FdzidzZNE LINRP2Fd ¢ KAA

The Neighbourhood Plan does not seek to modify Local Plan requirements for mix and affordable
housing, but to shape how housing development, including affordable provision, is provided.

Future development needs to have cohesion to ensure there is a sense of place throughout the village,
with the village centre at the heart of our community. Any incremental growth must support the
sustainability of the community, whilseflecting the rural settlement pattern.

¢KSNBE INB ¢ GASNB G2 (GKS aSiatSYSyd KASNI NOKe
aSNIBAOS OSYyiNBQ ¢ K A&geswitiB mokeRiSitgdirangeloSaRilitieban tieY | £ S
local service centresThere has been no increase in provision of services since the adoption of the

Core Strategy, therefore, with the planned level of growth, additional or improved facilities may be
necessary to continue to support the community.

The Core Strategy acknowledges that many of the traditional rural industries have declined, and the
range of local employment opportunities is limited. The neighbourhood area is special in the fact that
it still has operational farms, equestrian businessad a working windmill. These all reflect the rural
character of the areaThe Core Strategy support these and local community services and facilities
through broad policy themes. The neighbourhood plan policies identify opportunities or locations
where these or new services could be delivered to support the diversity of the neighbourhood area.
These include within the Planned Limits of Development for the provisiarvafiety of community
facilities including healthcare.

Site Allocations and Policies Development Plan Document, Adopted October 2014

Whilst the Core Strategy establishes the settlement hierarchy, identifying Whissendine as a tier 4
aSiiatSYSyd wavlftSNI aSNBAOS OSYyiNBQ GKS {AGS !
to guide the scale and location of new developmenbas the County. This includes development

within the Planned Limits of Development and development in the open countryside.

Sport and Recreation Facility Strategy and Open Space Informal Recreation Assessment,
Rutland County Council, November 2015

Part of the emerging local plan evidence base refers to the sports and recreation facility which
identified within Whissendine Parish the need for an outdoor gym and to improve the existing club
house. The need for improvement to the existing sportsitgeciémains. With the increase in growth
through recent planning consents a larger facility may now also be required above the identified
original improvements.

18



Whissendine Housing Needs Assessment, AEG@btuary2022

The independent Housing Needssessmenidentified the type and mix of homes thit required
over the plan period.This dentified that:

G2 KAdaSyRAYS KlFa | KAIK LINBLRNIAZ2Y 2F K2YS
(11.6%) and private renting (8.8%) compared to Rutland and England as a whole. This is not
unusual for a rural parish but has implications for the ability of Inoakeholds and those
Y2@AyYy3 (2 GKS INBF Ay GSN¥Ya 2F GKS I FF2NRI

It also noted that:

G2 KSNB yS¢ Kz2dzaAy3d RSOSt2LIYSyd Ay 2KAaaSyR)
! 9/ ha &4dz338ad | YAE 2F cm: FFF2NRI6fS NByG
NEFfSOGa GKS LINA2NRGe fA1Stfe (2 o0SRaAX OGSzl GE
4021 G2 LINPOGARS CANRBRG 12YSa & NBIjdzZANBR 0¢
20KSNJ F2N¥a 2F FFF2NRIFEIOES K2YS 26y SNEKALI &c

2 AGK NBIINR G2 GKS YAE 2F K2dzaAy3a AG adliSR (K

G! 9/ haQa Y2RStftAy3d 2F FdzidzNBE RgStfAy3d NBI dzi
aAT SR RgStftAy3aIa (2 YSSG RSY2INILKAO ySSRa
KSt LIFdzA O2yiGNROdziAz2y (G2 | FTTYFRHBING A YRG & f IRBRJ 3

These conclusions have informed the residential developmentypalithe neighbourhood plan, to
support the delivery of theselements, augmenting the policies in the adopted Core Stratétgy

should be noted since the HNA was produced in February 2022 planning permission for an additional
66 new homes has been granted within Whissendine.

Community Engagement
Through our community engagement events, feedback and evidence showed that:

Over 63% of the Parish have lived here for 11 yearsae.

73% of residents state thareenspaces are important tthem.
Whissendine needs more smalle; 2- & 3-bedroomhouses.

We need affordable homes to allow young people to stay inviiage.
Traffic congestion around the school at pick up and drop off times; and
Access to low rent properties or starter homes.

= =4 -8 A _a 2
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WH1: Housing

1. Residential development will be supported in thiellowing locations:
a. Within the Planned Limits of Development (see Plan);
b. Redevelopment of existing housing, providing it does not involve the demolition of heritage
assets.
c. Conversion of existing buildings, including heritage assets.
2. New dwellings should be designed and arrangathat they can respond flexibly to changing
household needs, including homeorking.
3. The mix of types and sizes of accommodation should meet local need, including predominantly
smaller dwellings (13 bedrooms).
4. Development of exception sites should comprise smaller dwellingS (iedrooms)

5. Affordable housing should include

a. affordableor socialrent (60%);
b. affordable ownership and/or First Homegl0%)

6. As appropriate to their scale, nature arldcation, development proposals for new dwellings should
have screened storage space for bins and recycling and storage space for cycles and personal
vehicles.

Interpretation

Design, transport and other requirements for housing are contained in later policies.

Clause 1 would allow for development within the PLD, including infill, or redevelopment or conversion of
existing buildings within and outside of the PLD.

Heritage assets would include listed buildings orsdesignated heritage assets identified in the historic
environment record.

The proportions for affordable housing are based on the recommendations in the AECOM Housing Needs
Assessment 2022.

Local plan Policy SRédresses the need for affordable housing to be an integral part of the wider scheme and
be tenure blind.

Planning Practice Guidance includes definition of First Homes.

Developers will be expected to base housing mix on the latest evidence of local need.

QX

Compliance with? W¢ SOKY A Ol f cK2 dza Ry B & & RBE KRA ds@icoutagst O S

Housing exception sites outside of the PLD would be dealt with under Local Plan policies.
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Figure7: Planned Limits of Developmemhissendine

Site Allocations & Policies = w
Inset 58 Development Plan Document Whissendine
Adopted October 2014
m This map should be read in conjunction with any neighbourhood plan that may have been prepared for the area
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WH2: Community Facilities

1. New community facilities, including healthcare facilities, will be supported within the planned limits
of development, subject to there being no significant adverse impact on the local environment or
amenities of residential properties.

2. Sports and leisure facilities involving pitches or other use of open land will be supported outside of
the planned limits of development, subject to meeting the requirements of Policy WH5.

3. Development proposals which would result in the loss of local services will only be supported

where:
a. an alternative facility to meet local needs is available that is both equally accessible and of
equal benefit to the community; or
b. b. the applicant can demonstrate that all options for continued use have been fully explored
and none remain which would be financially viable.
C.

Development proposals which would reduce the quantity or the quality of sporting facilities will only be
supported where they meet the criteria in paragraph 99 of the NPPF (2023) or any updates of this
element of national policy

Interpretation
The policy augments, but does not replaPelicy &7 ofthe Rutland Local Plan Core Strategy 2011.
Design, transport and other requirements for community facilities are contained in later policies.

Impacts on residential amenity could include visual, noise, disturbance, vibration or other impacts. Impacts on
the local environment includes consideration of traffic impacts on rural lanes.

Existing community facilities that should be retained include the sWipyte Lionpub, theVillageHall and the
Whissendine gorts Club

To demonstrate that a community facility is no longer viable, it would be expected to have been offered for
sale at a reasonable market rate for a period of at least one, ygsaa going concern
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WH3: Employment

Development proposals to provide new employment space (Use Class E) will be supported where they do
not have an unacceptable impact on the local environment or amenities of residential properties in the
immediate locality.

Development proposals for the improvement or redevelopment of existing employment sites, will be
supported where they do not have an unacceptable impact on heritage assets.

Development proposals for the conversion of existing buildings, including agricultural buildings and heritage
assets, will be supported.

Interpretation
The policy augments, but does not replace, Policy CS16 of the Rutland Local Plan Core Strategy 2011.
Design, transport and other requirements for employment development are contained in later policies.

Impacts on residential amenity could include visual, noise, disturbance, vibration or other impacts. Impacts on
the local environment includes consideration of traffic impacts on rural lanes.

Clause 1 would allow for development within the PLD, or development of existing sites or conversion of

existing buildings within and outside of the PIBe Planned Limits of Development throughout the County
have been reviewed in the emerging Local Plan. This has resulted in proposed changes in Whissendine.
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Figure8: Planned Limits of Developmemhissendine

Site Allocations & Policies = -
Inset 58 Development Plan Document Whissendine
Adopted October 2014
m This map should be read in conjunction with any neighbourhood plan that may have been prepared for the area
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3.3 Design and Environment

Purpose

¢2 SyadiNB (GKFIi RS@GS
rural environments.
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Planning Rationale

National Planning Policy Framework, 2021

/| KFLJXASNI mu 2F (GKS bt tdesigiedladesDesigh dorisidesatiodKriclGd@ A y 3 4
function, adding to the quality of the area, visual attractiveness, effective landscaping, being
sympathetic to local character and history, not discouraging innovation and change, maintain strong
and distinctive sense of placoptimize site potential, and making safe, inclusive and accessible places.

This is augmented by the National Design Guide (2021) establishes thdesigihed places have ten
characteristics. These are context, nature, identity, use, resources, movement, built form, public
space, homes and buildings and lifespan.

The NPPF makes clear in chapteM¥ SSG Ay 3 (GKS OKI ff Sy3S caastal Of A Y
OK I y Ar&gfaph 162hat policies should support the transition to a low carbon future in a changing
climate. It also puts great emphasis of taking full account of flood risk. This is particularly key to the
neighbourhood area, which suffers from frequent flooding at tieaut of the village.

Chapter 15 Conserving and enhancing the natural environment makes clear that planning policies
should protect and enhance valued landscapes, intrinsic character and beauty of the landscape,
habitats, and provide net gains in biodiversity. This includesideration of protection of valued
landscapes, intrinsic character, biodiversitygein, pollution, mitigation.

/| KFLJGSN) mc 2F GKS bttC RSFHfa gA0K W ZhsindWNaA y 3
consideration of sustaining or enhancing heritage assets, wider social, economic and cultural benefits,
contribution of new development, and character of place.

Core Strategy, Adopted July 2011

TheCore Strategy, 201dontains various policies relating to design and the hisemidronment And
natural environment These are now somewhat ecaf-date due to the age of the plan, changes to
national policy and guidance, the introduction of the National Model Design Code 2021, and the
increasing priority given to climate change.

Theneighbourhoodplan sets more specific design requirements and takes account of more recent
guidance.

/| KFELIWISN) p W{dzallAyAy3 2dz2NJ 9YPANRBYYSYiQ YI{1Sa C
standards, to ensure new homes are capable of adapting to meet peoples changing needs. Together
with the policies on good design and energy efficiencyséhgupport the deliverer of climate resilient
communities in wetbesigned places.

25



Site Allocations and Policies Development Plan Document, Adopted October 2014

Chapter 8 of theSite Allocations and Policie®D deals with design, heritage and natural environment.
This also includes polioyn the landscape character of the countryside, which the Neighbourhood Plan
policy identifies more specific characteristics and features in the Neighbourhood Arakso includes
policy that sets out local criteria for any proposed development that affects heritage assets in Rutland.
The Neighbourhood Plan sets more specific requirements relating to the Whissendine Windmill to
protect the wind corridor to ensurehiat new development does not compromise a landmark working
heritage asset in the Neighbdwod Area.

Design Guidelines forRutland November 2021

The design SPD supplements Core Strategy policy DE1. It aifosrtohigh quality design at any
scale of development. It establishes design steps and consideratwithsdetailed checklist elements
for applicants to consider at a variety of scale development from household extension through to
major applications.

The SPD also addresses climate change and seeks to inform climate resilient communities through
good design and innovative architecture.

The SPD also puts great emphasis on early engagement with town and parish councils, asking
applicants to demonstrate how these engagements have influenced the design. It makes clear that
the first part of this process would be the neighbourhood plan pesic

The special landscape character areas are also clearly shown. The neighbourhood area includes
SEAalGAYy3a tFyRaOlILS OKINIOGSNI 2F WI A3IK wdzif I yR
found on the following page.

Rutland Landscape Character Assessment, May 2003

The landscape character assessment is referenced in the Rutland design code. The neighbourhood
area includes 2 of the character areas. The firsligh Rutlandridges and valleyiacludes the
following key characteristics:

Mixed or arablegarming.

Historic features including ridge and furrow and nardawes.

Woodland, mature hedges; and

Ridges and valleys tend to run generally sewtith, with shallower valleys.

=A =4 =4 =4

The Vale of Catmose is described as

Open valleyasin.

Skylines are frequenthyooded.
Arablefarming.

Pastoral landscape; and
Series of small streams.

=A =4 =4 =8 =9
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Figure9: Rutland Landscape Character Areas
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(pg 14, Design Guidelines for Rutland, November 2021)
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WhissendineVillageDesign Statement2004

The Village Design Stateme004 ,identifies the variedandscapdeatures of the parish. These

include the open pastures around the Whissendine Brook, meadows and some of the best surviving
SEFYLX S& Ay wdzif I yR 2 FagiicKltBral bygtébh St yhakes\lbk tRafitBe kéyy R
landscapdeatures to be retained include:

T {dINBAGAY 3T SEF YL S&asy@@m (6 KS UNARIS | YR FdzNNE ¢
1 Meadows; and
1 Open patures.

The statement also identifies the key characteristics of the area that should be retained such as
boundary treatments, wide grass verges and mature trees and hedgerows.

FigurelO: Example of Ridge and Furrtandscape featurén Whissendine

(photo credit, Mr. R.Drabble)
Whissendine Design Codes, AECOM,

Thedesign codes identify the special character areas of the parlshdocument is sub divided into 5
design codes for the settlement. These include:

In keeping with locatharacter.
Access andhovement.
Landscape, nature and opspace.
Built form; and

Sustainability.

=A =4 =4 =4 =9

It acknowledges that the parish has a rich heritage in terms of structures, buildings, and landscape
features. It makes clear that ttetrong rural landscape should not be undermined by new
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settlement stating that:

1 Development adjoining public open spaces and important gaps should either face onto them to
improve natural surveillance or have a soft landscagegke.

1 New development should conserve existing native trees and shrubs along the lanes as well as
incorporating any green asset within design; and

9 Abrupt edges to development with little vegetation or landscape on the edge of the
development should be avoided.

It also identifies the prevalent boundary treatmemSlow stone or brick walls or established
hedgerows.

The design code includessummary of the predominant building materials, which inelgdey slate,
clay pantiles, thatched roofs, red brick, local sandstone or painted render.

Overview of Natural Environment

Whissendine is unique in Rutland due to its evolution from a medieval theseor.

I ANR Odzf GdzNI £ @GAfE ISP ¢KSNE 61 a fAYAGSR RS@St 2
on pasture lands serving the five working farms that persisted. This has alloaagtaaumber of

ancient and mature trees to be retained throughout the village, in addition to the copses and
woodlands on the fringes.

Heritage Assets

Whissendine has a wide range of heritage asset&« S 2f RSa il o0dzAf RAy3 Ay (K¢
Church which was built in the 13th centunow agradel listed building. Anothersignificantlocally

important building is the Whissendine Windmill. Built in 1809, the windmill returned to milling in
September 200@&nd continues to produce flour todalt is a Grade II* listed building and is said to be

the tallest stone windmill in the country.

These are 2 of the 18 listed buildings throughout the village. Whileetiseno conservation area in
Whissendine, there are areaghere the historic character has embedded itself into the streetscape.
One such example of this is along Oakham Road and the top of Main. SBeiétings herare tightly
packed Georgian style houses and retrofitted farm buildings.

Whissendine Working Windmilt The Society for the Protection of Ancient Buildigddills section
dated 11 July 2022

One of the most significant heritage assets in the neighbourhood area, the working wiisdmlithnt

on uninterrupted breeze, with lamina flow where practicable; this makes it vulnerable to turbulence
caused by tall structures nearby and dense stands of tall trees and woodland cover. Through the
policy of the neighbourhood plan, we seek to fmat the heritage asset as a working windraifid its
setting within the area.

The following image shasthe extent of the uninterrupted wind corridor for working windmill.
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Figurell: Image of the Wind Corridor from the WorkMfhissendin&Vindmill

Flood Risk and Management

The geology of the neighbourhood aredéavy clay soil over impervious Lincolnshire Limestone.
There are multiple springs and underground streams as well as the Whissendine Brook which runs
through the parish.

The Steering group have collated data on more recent flood events in Whissendine from 2019. The
issues of flood predominantly occur at the centre: The Nook Vilhege Green, Cow Lane and Main
Street, making these routes impassable with flood waters. Floods have been serious but infrequent in
the past but are increasing in regularity with 14 flood events between 29 September 2019 and 27
December 2020; and 3 mokefore end of February 2021.

It is of great concern to the steering group that the £7,000,000 flood defence scheme, protecting
Melton Mowbraynorth-northwest of the village considerably delays the dispersal of the waters from
the Whissendine flood plain, immediately north of the village, into the river systems of the River Eye,
the River Wreake and onwards to the river Soar. This intensifies and prolongs the length ofaime th
the central areas of the village are flooded and impassable.

In addition, the roads around Stapleford and Holywell farm remain underwater, making long detours
necessary for local traffic and farm vehicles.

The Environment Agency flood risk map shows the extent of flooding in this central location of the
village, severing the settlement during periodslobd. The following figure taken from the Design
Codes shows the extent of flood risk from the main Whissendine Brook in the a#ritre village. The
schematic does not show the other streams (that skirt the viltagbe east and west of the
developed area) that feed into the brook, at Main Streejust north of it nor the streams that only
arise at times of rainfall.
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Community Engagement

Through our community engagement events, feedback and evidence showed/ttissendine
residentsliked:

The rurality of theParish.

Goodneighbours.

Access to Gooscchool.

Surrounded by good footpaths amdidleways.
GoodPub.

The working Windmill; and

Friendly and inclusive Church community.

=4 =4 =4 =4 -8 -8 =9

The community responded with the dislikiesluding:

1 100% of the community survey state the Brook flooding is a problem and splits the village in
half.

1 Poor public transport linkshat are reducing furtheon 30" August2022

1 No reasonably priced rental properties; and

9 Poor state of the Sports Club.
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Figurel2: Whissendine Design Codédood Risk Map
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Figure 06: Flood Risk Mapping for Whissendine Parish

AECOM
(sourcepgl6,AECOMNVhissendindesign Codes March 2022)
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WH4: Design

Proposals for new development should reflect the local characteristics and circumstances in the
neighbourhood area and create and contribute to a high quality, safe and sustainable environment.

As appropriate to their scale, nature and location, development proposals should respond positively
to the details in the Whissendine Design Guidelines and Codes and ensure that:

a. they complement their immediate context and locality in terms of scale, height, massing,
setback from the road and any pattern of front and rear gardens;

b. they complement the local character of the village, including the predominant tatorey
height and domestic scale of buildings; the use of low walls, hedgesl trees for boundary
treatments; and the varied local palette of materials, including brick, stone, thatch, plain
tiles, and timber;

c. development on the edge of the countryside includes hedges, trees, and other planting to
create a soft transition between the built village and surrounding rural landscapes; and

d. the design and layout of development should support ease of movement within the site and
linkages to surrounding paths and create a safe and convenient environment for cyclists,
horse riders and pedestrians, including people with different levels of mapiand
wheelchair users.

Development should include positive design and landscape features to reduce carbon use and
achieve biodiversity net gain.

Well-designed, creative, green design solutions, including those which make use of local, recycled, or
other materials and construction to reduce carbon impacts, will be supported.

Interpretation

Design should be based on analysis of the character of the area, including landscape and townscape
characteristicsThe policy is not intended to promote or require stylistic imitation or to suppress creativity, but
to ensure that development is based on an understanding of the locally distinctive character of the area.

Positive green design features to help reduce carbon use and create biodiversity net gain could include:

)l
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use of efficient heating and cooling systems, or design to reduce dependency on heating and cooling
systems.

superior insulation properties and airtightness

natural ventilation and air flow (for warmer months) to help avoid ekeating

use of local, lovembodied energy, recycled and recyclable materials

living (green or brown) walls or roofs as part of the design

orientation to take account of climate factors

rainwater capture, storage and reuse (grey water)

inclusion of space for natural drying clothes

flexible spaces and layouts to accommodate changing demands.

sustainable drainage systems (SDS) incorporated into the landscape, deffigemphasis on capture
and reuse

tree planting and use of traditional hedges for boundaeatments, to create a greener environment.
use of locdly occurringspecies in planting.
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9 local green energy schemes such as ground heat pumps, photovoltaics, biomass and other
technologies.

9 reusing and retrofitting existing buildings to maintain the embodied energy used in their construction,
also avoiding landfill.

Even very minor development can include design features to reduce carbon use, for example in the
specification of materials from sustainable sources.

Design and Access statements, where required, provide an opportunity to demonstrate how the requirements
of this and other policies have been met.

TheWNational Model Design CoGend‘Building for a Healthy LiéBstandard may be useful in securing
compliance with the policysimilarly, reference may be made to tW¥hissendine Design Code 2@282d the
W5 S 3 A3y sDHNIREERDIZERY R Q

Compliance with the policy will be easier to achieve if care is taken over the selection of skilled and
experienced design professionals.
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WH5: Landscape and Heritage

1. Development proposals should protect and where possible enhance the rural and historic landscape
in the parish.Wherever practicable, proposals should respond positively to opportunities to
SYKIFyOS 2KAaaSYyRAYSQa NUzNIf FyR KAad2NRO fFyRA
landscapes and grasslands, and achieve overall biodiversity net gain.

2. As appropriate to their scale, nature, and location, development propossitsuld preserve or
SYKIFyOS 2 KA a aafdnRtarafeBviiégnmentvis S v

a. Retaining existing trees and hedges and incorporating them into the layout of new
development and

b. Where the loss of trees and hedges is unavoidable, providing replacement trees and hedges
to provide a similar level oamenity; and

c. Taking opportunities to provide new trees, hedges, planting and green infrastructure as part
of development and

d. Retaining ponds, dew ponds and watercourses.

3. Development proposals should maintain or enhance the setting of and views to local heritage
landmarks, including KA 8aSYRAYS 2AyRYAff IyR {{i ! yYRNBgsQA

Interpretation
New and replacement trees should be local native species or other species with high environmental value.
To reduce impacts on habitats, the following hierarchy should be used:

1 Avoid habitatdamage.

1 Minimise habitatdamage.

1 Restore damaged or lokabitat.

1 Compensate for habitat loss or damage (as a last resort).

Incorporating existing landscape features, landform and green infrastructure into redevelopment is an
important part of avoiding habitat damage.

Development could maintain or enhance views to local heritage landmarks by avoiding blocking existing views
with buildings or possibly by framing views.

Figure 13a; Lidar image showing ridge and furrow around Whissendine
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WHG6: Whissendine Windmill

1. Development proposals should respond positively to the Windmill as a working heritage asset and
its open landscape setting.

2. Development proposals which would have an unacceptable impact on the operation of Whissendine
Windmill, including the wind corridors around the structure, will not be supported.

Interpretation

Ghe policy requires that development proposals should respond positively to the significance of the
Windmill and to take account of their heritage and operational impacts. Any development proposals for
the Windmill itself will be assessed national and lodaolicies for listed buildings.

AEA AiT1TxETC BPI AT OEI xO OEA DPOAAITETATO xETA AT O
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Figurel4: WindCorridor Map for Whissendine Windmill
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Primary concerns:

* Trees — tall trees create wind turbulence
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WHT7: Surface Water

Where practicable, ground surface areas within development proposals should be water permeable.

Development proposals should be designed to protect surrounding land or properties from surface water
run-off, taking account of the topography in the immediate locality and parts of the village with recognised
existing flooding problems (as shown on Figut5).

Interpretation

The policy augments, but does not replace, Policy CS19 of the Rutland Local Plan Core Strategy 2011.
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Figurel5: Flood risk areas within Whissendine Parish
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3.4

Infrastructure

Purpose

To promote more sustainable travel and walking.

Planning Rationale

National Planning Policy Framework, 2021

Chapter 9 of the NPPF deals with promoting sustainable travel. Whilst this is challenging in a rural
environment without good public transport links, the Neighbourhood Plan promotes active travel
through walking and cycling.

The NPPF defines sustainable transport modes as:

0Any efficient, safe and accessible means of transport with overall low impact on the
environment, including walking and cyclindtra-low and zero emission vehicles, car sharing
YR Llzof A0 (NI yaLR2 NI dé

This is important for rural communities to encourage ultvav and zero emission vehicles, where the
reliance is heavily on private vehicle journeys due to a lack of public transport alternatives.

Core Strategy, Adopted July 2011

The Rutland Local Development Framework Core Strategy 2011 contains polisiesadmable
transport and accessibility. There are also provisions for parking standards. Polices on design seek to
inform any parking provision either on plot or within any new development.

Site Allocations and Policies Development Plan Document, Adopted October 2014

Whilst the Core Strategy sets out the overall approach to sustainable transport and accessibility the
Site Allocations and Policies DPD includese specific requirements relating to access and parking.
This includes taking opportunity to enhance access to the countryside through Public Rights of Way
(PRoW) and the retention or provision of links into the wider network.

Decarbonising Transport Plan, 2021

¢ KS D2 @SDbEfarbSnsinréiansport Plan (203&}s out a vision for futureransport which
aims to address the climate agenda, improkrealth and wellbeing, create better places to live
whilst providing ways of travelling which are affordable and reliable. The Neighbourhood Plan
positively addresses this through policy, whadidresses sustainable transport, including walking and
cyclingand electric charging points for vehicles
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https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1009448/decarbonising-transport-a-better-greener-britain.pdf

(Image: Decarbonising Transport Plan 2021)
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